Erlestoke Parish Council Meeting Minutes Draft
Date: Monday 5th January 2025
Time: 7.00pm
Venue: The Parish Church, Erlestoke
25/151. Apologies – from Cllr F Morgan-Frise
25/152. Declarations of Interest – nil
Councillors are reminded to declare any interests or dispensations in agenda items.
25/153. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting – full council approved signed by Cllr A Rogers
25/154. Public Participation – 
a. A resident attended the public participation section of the meeting to speak about repeated vehicle collisions at 1 Yew Tree Cottages, a listed building on Lower Road. Councillors noted that they had been made aware of the issue prior to the meeting and had already viewed photographs and video footage provided by the resident. The resident was informed that the matter would be considered by the Council later in the meeting and that the Clerk would take forward agreed actions to assist in this matter. The resident was asked to keep the council informed moving forward with any further incidents and updates.
25/155. Report from Wiltshire Councillor Tamara Reay – apologies unable to attend see report sent by email: 
a. Waste Service changes at Wiltshire Council  - As residents may be aware Wiltshire Council is planning a number of changes to Waste Services in the coming months.  Household waste will become 3 weekly, a slot booking system will be implemented at household recycling centres and 2 centres will be closed (Calne and Purton).  I am concerned about these changes and have made my point to the cabinet. I would urge others who share my concerns to email Ian Thorn (Leader of the Council) Ian.thorn@wiltshire.gov.uk
i. Council will put updated recycling information on the website along with email address for any concerned residents 
b. Financial Implications - I am waiting to understand the detail of the proposed Lib Dem budget for 26/27 and the Medium Term Financial Strategy (3 year budget).  It is understood that the current in year overspend is c£10m.  Additionally an Extraordinary Full Council is scheduled for Wednesday 7 January when a number of financial matters are on the agenda. £2.5m for the flawed St Stephen's Car Park "deal" and increases to fees and charges including Council Tax premiums for 2nd homes and Empty Homes.   I will update further in February.  
c. Community Governance Review - Please let me know if you have any questions about this and the emails received from Democratic Services. 
i. Currently no questions from the council.
25/156. Community Asset registration – to note decision – The George and Dragon pub has been accepted as a Community Asset. 
25/157. Finance
a. Bank Balances
i. Community account: 3882.16
ii. Commercial Instant Access Account 10239.23
b. Approval of Payments 
	Invoice Name
	Invoice Amount
	To be paid on (or paid when)
	Signed by

	
	
	
	

	Clerk salary and admin payment
	
	Paid, see timesheet
	Cllr A rogers

	Lloyds bank service charge for community account
	£4.25
	DD
	Seen by council

	Microsoft Office subscription monthly
	£11.52
	DD, agreed between meetings
	Seen by council

	Invoice from Wiltshire Council for the election
	£280.00
	Paid 4.01.2026
	Approved via email, signed by Cllr A Rogers in the meeting



c. Review of Cashbook – Council reviewed cashbook.
25/158. Budget Decisions – Full council reviewed the precept documents prepared by the clerk (these will go on the website) and agreed to a Precept of £9000, Clerk given permission to send this back electronically. 
25/159. Winter Preparation – Ongoing re grit bins, Erlestoke have 2, clerk is asking for 1 more. Grit and signs are stored in the church store.
25/160. Review Decision for Westbury Incinerator – clerk to email CLLR T REAY for more information
25/161. Planning Applications –
	Wiltshire Council Planning Consultation Response

	 
	Officer's Name: Sue Morgan

	 
	Direct Line: 01225 770203

	Application No:
	PL/2025/09859

	Application Type:
	Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area

	Proposal:
	SG1 Mixed species shrubs Remove Buddleia from front right T1 Yew Remove TG1 Cypress Remove The tree works are proposed to stop the influence of the tree(s) on the soil below building foundation level and provide long term stability to Woods View Lower Road Devizes Wiltshire SN10 5UQ

	Site Address:
	WOODSVIEW, LOWER ROAD, ERLESTOKE, DEVIZES, SN10 5UQ



a.  PL/2025/09859 – see above no comment 
Review of comments and any new applications: Applications with deadlines before the next meeting may be reviewed by the Council in between meetings. Final decisions will be included on the agenda for the next meeting.
25/162. Highways and Maintenance
a. Railway Bridge Drainage – still awaiting reply, Clerk will do a 2026 update to Andy Cadwaller (highways)
b. Parish Steward – 
i. some plants cleared on Lower Road - a request has been submitted by the Parish Steward to Wiltshire Council for the remaining clearance via road sweeper.
ii. Parish Steward request: at the bottom of Lower Road the sign post is in the hedge, Clerk to ask PS to check.
25/163. Residents Issues on Lower Road – Attention was drawn to issues relating to repeated vehicle collisions at Yew Tree Cottage on Lower Road, as raised during public participation and through previous correspondence.
Councillors discussed the narrow pinch point at this location. It was noted that historically there had been three or four incidents per year, mainly involving tractors, which generally resulted in superficial damage to guttering and timber. However, since the start of November there has been a significant increase in traffic using Lower Road, including HGVs, buses and coaches. Councillors noted concerns that changes to routing at the Black Dog crossroads and the use of sat nav systems may be directing unsuitable vehicles along Lower Road.
It was reported that there have been five incidents within the last month. The most serious incident occurred on 18 December, when an HGV collided with the damaged wall and temporary barriers. Following the collision, the driver exited the vehicle, removed the barriers and continued to drive over the damaged wall footings in order to force the vehicle through the gap. On 27 December a tractor also caused further damage to the wall.
Councillors noted that Wiltshire Police attended one of the collisions, with the driver stating they were following sat nav directions, and that there are two further police reports outstanding. Temporary barriers are currently in place to protect the damaged wall. Serious concerns were raised regarding public safety at this location, particularly for pedestrians, as the road is narrow and visibility is limited. It was noted that historic damage to roadside stonework has resulted in larger vehicles now striking the house itself rather than the boundary.
Concerns were also raised regarding a potential increase in prison related traffic through the village. Councillors agreed that the prison governor should be contacted to raise awareness of the issue.
The Parish Council noted that incidents cannot be reported via MyWilts and that the matter must be escalated directly to Wiltshire Council Highways. Councillors agreed that the frequency and severity of incidents warrant urgent highways intervention.
Actions:
· The Clerk to contact Wiltshire Council Highways to formally report the repeated collisions and request an urgent site assessment, supported by photographs, video evidence and police incident references.
· The Clerk to liaise with the Wiltshire Councillor to seek support and escalation within Wiltshire Council.
· The Clerk to contact the prison governor regarding potential traffic movements contributing to the issue.
· The Parish Steward to be asked to cut back the hedge opposite Yew Tree Cottage, assess visibility at the pinch point and report back, including whether engagement with nearby businesses and a review of existing signage would be appropriate.
25/164. LHFIG meeting – Attended by Cllr West – unable to stay till the end of the meeting as time went over, Clerk to follow up with LHFIG and Cllr T Reay
a. Deer Sign requests - ongoing 
b. Speed reduction requests - ongoing
25/165. LHFIG Survey Request – council answered questions, Clerk sent off.
25/166. Playground	
a. Update from Cllr Durham – checks to be done 10/11 th Jan
b. New benches and maintenance – ongoing re prison potentially providing 2, Cll A Rogers is bringing this to the prison.
c. ROSPA report ongoing issues – ongoing, awaiting better weather.
d. Ongoing Bin issues – Clerk to ask handyman to help.
25/167. Defibrillator – nil
25/168. Footpaths –  nil 
25/169. Cricket and Golf Club, Erlestoke Prison, and EPC Land – Clerk has contacted Stan for documentation re the woods owned by Erlestoke Parish Council, and is still waiting for quotes back re a tree survey
25/170. Golf Club – nil
25/171. Health and Well-being – nil 
25/172. Police Community Support – nil
25/173. MOD and Erlestoke Woods – nil
Date of Next Meeting – 2nd march 


