
Erlestoke Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29 June 2026
In Attendance: Clerk, Cllr A Rogers, Cllr K Lewcock, Cllr C West, Cllr F Morgan-Frise, Cllr J Durham
26/26. Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr A Rogers and Cllr F Morgan. In the absence of the Chair, it was agreed unanimously that Cllr Frise would chair the meeting.
26/27. Declarations of Interest
Councillors were reminded of their responsibility to declare any interests or dispensations relating to items on the agenda. - nil
26/28. Approval of the Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 May 2026
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 May 2026 were considered. – Full council approved
It was noted that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting would be considered separately in accordance with the appropriate arrangements.
26/29. Public Participation - nil
26/30. Report from Wiltshire Councillor Tamara Reay
The Council received the report from Wiltshire Councillor Tamara Reay.
a. The Clerk was asked to clarify the Council's position regarding deer warning signs and proposed speed limit changes.
26/31. Internal Auditor's Report for 2025/26
The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor's Report for 2025/26 had not yet been received. All documentation requested by the Internal Auditor had been provided and no further information had been requested.
Members noted that the previous Internal Audit Report had been completed on 22 June 2025, meaning that an internal audit review had taken place during the 2025/26 financial year.
The Council considered the published AGAR guidance, including the guidance which states that a smaller authority would ideally consider the internal audit work before confirming compliance with assertions 2 and 6, but that this is not a statutory requirement.
Members considered Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR, the Certificate of Exemption and the proposed Notice of Public Rights. It was also noted that PKF Littlejohn had confirmed that the Council could proceed in these circumstances.
The Council therefore agreed to proceed with consideration of the remaining AGAR documentation. The outstanding Internal Auditor's Report would be received and formally noted once available.
26/32. Approval of Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
The Council considered Section 1, the Annual Governance Statement, for the year ended 31 March 2026.
Resolved: Approved and Signed
26/33. Approval of Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26
The Council considered Section 2, the Accounting Statements, for the year ended 31 March 2026.
Resolved: Approved and Signed
26/34. Certificate of Exemption for the year ended 31 March 2026
The Council considered the Certificate of Exemption.
Resolved: That the Certificate of Exemption for the year ended 31 March 2026 be approved and signed by the appropriate officers.
26/35. Exercise of Public Rights and Publication of AGAR Documentation
The Council considered the arrangements for the Exercise of Public Rights and publication of the 2025/26 AGAR documentation.
Resolved
26/36. Dates for the Exercise of Public Rights
The Council agreed the dates for the Exercise of Public Rights for the 2025/26 accounts in accordance with statutory requirements.
Resolved: That the Exercise of Public Rights period commence on 30 June 2026, with the remaining statutory dates to be published with the relevant Notice.
26/37. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
a. The Council noted the current CIL balance of £504.85. The funds remained recorded in the cashbook and had not yet been allocated to a project. Wiltshire Council had been updated.
Members discussed potential uses for the funds and agreed that the balance should be ringfenced for possible expenditure associated with reducing the speed limit, subject to the Council identifying an eligible project.
b. A suggestion was made regarding the provision of a central entrance [or other access improvement] to the car park. Further details would be required before the Council could consider the proposal.
26/38. Finance
a. Bank Balances
The following bank balances were noted:
i. Community Account: £10,470.64
ii. Commercial Instant Access Account: £10,239.23
b. Approval of Payments
The following payments were considered:
	Payee
	Amount
	Payment Method
	Status

	Clerk salary and administration payment
	As per approved timesheets
	As per timesheet
	Approved

	Lloyds Bank community account service charge
	£4.25
	Direct Debit
	Noted

	Microsoft Office monthly subscription
	£11.52
	Direct Debit
	Previously agreed between meetings and noted


Resolved: Approved and Signed where appropriate
c. Review of Cashbook
Members reviewed the cashbook printout.
d. End of Year Cashbook
The end of year cashbook was presented for review
26/39. Insurance Renewal for 2026/27
The Council considered the insurance renewal for 2026/27 at a cost of £385.99, being year three of the current three-year agreement.
Resolved: Approved.
26/40. White Gates
Members noted that the white gates had now been installed and that the Council was awaiting the final invoice.
26/41. Planning Applications
The Council reviewed planning matters and noted that applications with consultation deadlines before the next meeting may be considered between meetings where necessary, with any final decisions reported to the following meeting.
a. PL/2026/03304
Replace an existing blockwork garage with a wooden garage on the same footprint.
Site: Bibury, Lower Road, Erlestoke, Devizes, SN10 5UE.
[Council comments / decision to be recorded.]
b. PL/2026/03528
Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area.
Proposed works included a crown reduction to a Silver Birch, removal of specified Ash stems and Laurel to ground level, and removal of a Cypress to ground level.
Site: Barton Cottage, 51 High Street, Erlestoke, Devizes, SN10 5UA. – Council NO COMMENT. 
c. Planning Inspectorate Appeal – St George and Dragon
Members noted the appeal in respect of the following application:
Planning Application Reference: PL/2025/01891
Proposed Development: Change of use of the public house to four one-bedroom and one two-bedroom dwellings.
Appeal Site: St George and Dragon, High Street, Erlestoke, Devizes, SN10 5TX.
Appellant: Mr Paul Gardner.
Inspectorate Reference: 6009696.
Appeal Start Date: 15 May 2026.
The Council reviewed the position and its previous comments. 
26/42. Highways and Maintenance
a. Parish Steward
The Clerk reported that no confirmation had yet been received as to whether the Parish had been allocated a new Parish Steward. Members were asked to identify any outstanding jobs requiring attention.
b. Sat Nav and Large Vehicle Issues
Members discussed continuing concerns regarding large vehicles using unsuitable roads through the Parish. It was understood that the relevant route had previously been intended to be removed from Sat Nav directions for large vehicles.
Recent incidents, including a wide load travelling through the area, had caused concern regarding highway safety. Members also noted an apparent increase in large vehicles and concerns about the relationship between these issues and access to the prison.
It was further noted that some Sat Nav systems appeared to display an incorrect 20mph speed limit where the signed limit is 30mph.
Resolved: That the Clerk write to Cllr Tamara Reay and Wiltshire Council Highways to raise these concerns, including whether further restrictions on heavy vehicles could be considered.
c. Road Resurfacing
Members discussed the poor condition of the road surface through the village and towards the golf course. The Clerk had also received correspondence from Caroline regarding the issue.
Resolved: That the Clerk raise the condition of the road with Wiltshire Council Highways.
d. SID Funding
Following installation of the white gates, Members discussed approaching Wiltshire Council regarding potential funding assistance towards a Speed Indicator Device if the Council decides to purchase one.
e. AMT Matting for Verge
The possible use of AMT matting to protect a verge was discussed. Further information would be obtained before any decision was made.
26/43. Moving the Car Park Railing
Members discussed whether the existing car park railing should be moved or whether an alternative, such as installing a gate, should be considered.
Resolved: Clerk to ask Laurie/previous fencing contractor for support
26/44. QR Code for the Car Park
The Council discussed the potential use of a QR code at the car park.
a. It was agreed that a suitable Parish Council poster should be developed. Members also discussed the possibility of a permanent metal sign. Rebecca Hunt Davies was mentioned in connection with the design or provision of signage.
Resolved: ongoing by Clerk
26/45. LHFIG
a. Yew Tree
This matter remained ongoing.
b. Speed Issues and Signage
Members noted previous correspondence involving Cllr West and Cllr Tamara Reay and awaited a further update from LHFIG.
c. Deer Signs
The Clerk would follow up the matter of deer warning signs with Cllr Tamara Reay.
26/46. Church Railings Grass Verge Planting Proposal
The Council considered a proposal from a local resident and professional gardener to create a planted border on the grass verge adjacent to the church railings.
The proposed scheme included seeking donations of plants and bulbs, establishing a volunteer group to assist with planting and ongoing maintenance, and the resident leading and coordinating the volunteer team and overseeing the creation and upkeep of the border.
Members discussed the need for:
· Confirmation of ownership and responsibility for the exact area of land proposed.
· A clear plan showing the precise area intended for planting.
· Confirmation that no highways consent or other permission would be required.
· Submission of a simple planting plan.
· Estimated costs and any ongoing financial implications.
· Suitable arrangements for volunteer management and ongoing maintenance.
Resolved: That the item remain on the agenda pending submission of an official plan showing the proposed area and further details, including any costs.
26/47. Playground
a. The Council received an update from Cllr Durham regarding the playground, including the issue of fencing. 
b. Benches and Maintenance
The Clerk reported that the Prison Governor had been invited to attend the meeting but was unable to do so.
Members agreed that the Council should first draw up a clear list of its proposed requests regarding new benches and maintenance before further discussions took place.
26/48. Road Safety Update
Councillors reviewed the road safety document received from the Devizes Area Board.
26/49. Defibrillator
The Council received an update regarding the defibrillator – Clerk to make sure the paperwork is being done.
26/50. Footpaths
Members discussed the right of way by the church.
Resolved: That Stan be asked for further information regarding the status of the right of way.
26/51. Cricket and Golf Club, Erlestoke Prison and EPC Land
a. Prison Lighting - ongoing
26/52. Golf Club - nil
26/53. Health and Well-being
The Council wished to formally thank Mrs Seabourne for opening the church during the recent period of very hot weather to provide support and a cool space for members of the community.
26/54. MOD and Erlestoke Woods - nil
26/55. Date of Next Meeting
The following meeting dates were agreed:
· 17 August 2026
· 12 October 2026
· 7 December 2026 – Budget Planning Meeting
Additional Maintenance Matter
Members noted the need to check the locations and condition of salt bins within the Parish.

